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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Regarding claim 6 or 12, the phrase "such as" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Haeberli U.S. 
Patent No. 6,587,596 (hereinafter Haeberli). 
Claim 1: 

Haeberli teaches a method comprising: 
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Entering an interactive crop-to-fill mode (the cited reference discloses entering into an 
interactive process of crop-to-fill mode in which an image or a portion of an image is cropped 
with the selectable border region in which the foreground image is used as a crop mask that is 
superimposed over the background image and a portion of the background image is cropped. 
The crop shape can be selected by clicking on one of the crop shape buttons and the user can 
adjust other crop product attributes and/or order an image-based product incorporating the 
image in which the border size, style and color can be adjusted; see column 13-22)\ 

Interactively specifying an update to said source extent of said source image visible 
within said enclosing region (Figs. 9A-12B) using said input device (e.g., mouse) without 
affecting exterior dimensions of said enclosing region (the enclosing region will not be changed 
when the user not clicking the crop control buttons to change the size of location of the selected 
portion. Note that the process 1000 of Fig. 10 allows a user to crop a selected image using the 
user interface to perform the crop-to-fill mode in which a crop mask is generated which contains 
a region corresponding to the selected portion of the image and a region corresponding to the 
cropped portion of the image and the crop mask, when displayed over the image, distinguishes 
the selected portion from the cropped portion of the image wherein the selected portion of the 
image is enclosed by the cropped portion of the image; see column 14, lines 1-56; the selected 
portion of the image is fully visible while the cropped portion appears in a checkerboard pattern. 
The product attribute such as the shape, size and location of the selected portion of the image can 
be specified without the change through the user interface command; column 15, lines 20-30; 
and the system 100 can automatically select which product attribute to change and select new 
values for the selected product attributes; column 18, lines 41-55; It is noted that a user does not 
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have change the "Print Size" when not clicking on the Print Size control button; column 17, lines 
5-20; using the default print size; column 19, lines 50-60); 

Leaving said interactive crop-to-fill mode (e.g., the process 1000 is completed in which 
the user select an image and then select a new border style for an image print and the server 
generates a preview image reflecting the new product attributes which is downloaded and 
displayed on the client computer for the user and the user then ceases accessing that image; 
column 20, lines 53-65). 

Claim 2: 

Haeberli further discloses the claim limitation of selection of the image region by a 
pointing device (column 18, lines 56-65; column 14, lines 1-24). 
Claim 3: 

Haeberli further discloses the claim limitation of pressing a button on a computer mouse 
over a visual control associated with one of the selected regions and subsequently releasing the 
button (column 18, lines 41-65; column 14, lines 1-24). 

Claim 4: 

Haeberli further discloses pressing a key on the keyboard and subsequently releasing it 
(column 18, lines 41-65; column 14, lines 1-24). 
Claim 5: 

Haeberli further discloses the claim limitation of determining which corner of said source 
extent of said source image is being manipulated (column 14, lines 1-20); determining the 
current position of a pointing device in a coordinate system determined by the original location 
and size of said source extent prior to interaction (column 14-22); updating the extent of said 
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source extent and therefore the sub-region of said source image to be drawn within said 
containing region such that the corner of said source image is set to said current pointer position 
in said source image coordinate system (Figs. 9A-9B). 
Claim 6: 

Haeberli further discloses the claim limitation of aborting by teaching the "undo" 
function which is the same as the aborting function (column 22, lines 21-61) by pressing a key 
(column 18, lines 41-55). 

Claims 7-12: 

The claims 7-12 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claims 1-6. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jin-Cheng Wang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7665. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 6:30 (Mon-Thu). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on (571) 272-7664. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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